
What to Do This Week in African American Experiences  
(Monday 4/13 to Friday 4/17) 
  
This week in text-based seminar the participants identified and worked with a couple of major threads 
of the novel. 
 

• First, we talked about ways in which The Invisible Man is SEEN accurately, inaccurately, or not at 
all by the people he encounters. 

 
• Second, we talked about The Invisible Man's evolving sense of IDENTITY and what it means to 

be a black man in America in the 1950s.   
  
So this week, what you will do is read chapters 15-20 of The Invisible Man.  I recommend one or two 
chapters per day, but I'm not going to divide the work specifically by day so long as you've read through 
chapter 20 by Friday at 12:30pm, which is when the class meets for our text-based seminar. 
  
When you finish a chapter, choose a passage from that chapter and post it to the appropriate chapter 
discussion in the collaboration space.  Then, discuss in about a paragraph of writing either: 
  
•  how the quotation you found provides some information about the Invisible Man's visibility or 

lack thereof 
•  how the quotation you found tells us about the Invisible Man's developing sense of personal and 

racial identity. 
  
You should also feel free to include theories you have about: 
  
• Symbolic meaning 
• Patterns in the text  
• Motifs 
• Themes 
• Imagery 
• Common metaphors 

  
Those are evidence of good critical thinking and also lots of fun to talk about! 
  
In addition to your daily updates, please take time to comment on and/or question the comments made 
by your peers. This means you may need to go back to discussions you've already looked at to give other 
people time to comment. 
  
I will upload a video or two every day in the collaboration space as well, so watch for updates! 
  

Summary of Instructions 
  

1. Read Chapter 15-20 
2. Post a quote and an explanatory paragraph about that quote every day (see above for details) 
3. Watch for the videos I will post 
4. Post replies to other people's quotations and paragraphs.  You can also post questions.  Do this at 

least twice. 
5. Come to TBS on Friday at 12:30pm 


